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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in accordance with the 
practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, the Examiner's attention is directed to the documents 
listed on the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant form (PTO/SB/08A and/or 
B, PTO-1449, or equivalent). 

The following checked sections apply to this Information Disclosure Statement: 

[Xl In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(ii) as revised at 69 Fed. Reg. 56481 

(September 21, 2004), copies of the cited U.S. patent application publication(s) and/or 
U.S. patent(s) have not been submitted. 

The cited reference(s) were called to Applicant'(s) attention in a counterpart foreign 
patent application. A copy of the official communication in that counterpart foreign 
patent application citing the reference(s) is submitted herewith, and the Examiner is 
respectfully directed thereto for a concise explanation of the relevance of the cited art. 

| | At least some of the cited references are not (or the cited reference is not) in English, and 
so English abstracts of those references (that reference) are provided, if available. 

| | At least some of the cited references are not (or the cited reference is not) in English, and 
so machine English translations of those references (that reference) are provided, where 
available. 

| | This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (1) within three months of the filing 
date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under Sec. 
1.53(d), (2) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
Sec. 1.491 in an international application, (3) before the mailing of a first Office action 
on the merits, or (4) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a Request 
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for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. Accordingly, neither a fee nor 
Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) is due. 

| | This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of any of a 
final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 13, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1, or 
an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and so is accompanied by 

(1 ) A Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e), which follows; or 

(2) The fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p), authorization for which follows. 

IXl This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed on or before payment of the 
issue fee and is accompanied by: 

(1) A Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e), which follows; and 

(2) The fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 7(p), authorization for which follows. 

g] Fee Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) ($180) to 
Deposit Account No. 19-4709. 

[g Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) 

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement; or 

No item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any 
individual designated in Sec. 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

D?l Additional Comments 

Applicant(s) have the following additional comments: 

The cited references were brought to Applicants' attention in a Search Report, dated 
April 6, 2006, in European patent appln. no. 05018578.4, which is a counterpart to the 
subject application. A copy of that report is enclosed herewith, and the Examiner is 
respectfully directed thereto for a concise explanation of the relevance of the cited art. 

Two of the cited references, U.S. 6,161,915 and EP 0 571 093, already are of record, and 
so those references have not been cited again. 
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It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the Examiner and that an 
initialed copy of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant form 
(PTO/SB/08A and/or B, PTO-1449, or equivalent) be returned to the undersigned indicating that 
such information has been considered. 

Other than any fees mentioned above, no fees are believed to be due in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
fees which are deemed to be now or hereafter due in connection with this paper to Deposit 
Account No. 19-4709. 

Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of this application is respectfully requested. In 
the event that there are any questions, or should additional information be required, please 
contact Applicant'(s) attorney at the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




David L. Schaeffer *• 
Reg. No. 32,716 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, LLP 
1 80 Maiden Lane 
New York, New York 10038 
(212) 806-5400 
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